INTERVIEW | T.V. 


With episcdes like this, 
why were The Flintstones 
taken off the airy... 

Fred, trying his hand at} 
magic, made Betty and 
Wilma disappear from a ma- 
gi¢ box. Barney, impressed 
yet worried, wanted them 
back. Fred suggested see- 
‘ing Hot Lips Hanigan play 
"the sweetest music this 
side of Birdland" first. 
The girls, agitated, 
dressed as beatniks to 
catch their husbands at 
the jazz club. 

"Scoodie wow wow,” 
greeted Fred and Barney as 
Hot Lips wooed the audi- 
ence. Fred, knowing Lips, 
introduced Barney. "Ooglie: 
ooglie shoo do!" intoned ~— 
Rubble jn flawless beat 


LEE NSA 
', When the’ Foufounes Elec-. 
‘triques (97 St. Catherine 
-E.) opened a year ago, the 
original game plan was to 
concentrate on live music... 
The’ club hoped to provide 
‘English and French speak- 
‘ing Montreal with a place 
‘to see alternative bands g 
,on a regular basis. me 
Somewhere into the sixth 
month the plan started to 
go awry, and the Foufounes 
either had to come up with 
.a new format or shut down. 
‘altogether. 3 ge 
* “You just can't live &# 
with shows alone," ex- 
i ufounes manager 1 . ; 
Secchahechateds Shauna . North America, which 
me means a lot to listen to 


Were”:SO OG aD Sete kms y every week. From those, I 
bands and then leaving to = o£ ? 
= select a bunch that I 


go dance in a discotheque. ¥ feel should be played at 


. : 
We weren't making any CHOM, usually between 


money. fi 4 a cameat RIO LCC EE TS SOS NAR ATTA EEE 
"That's why we decided a ee peers HAS bigs te ee 


“to _betome a Viscothsgu: fa oe SS 
C87": is 
So although the Fou- 


lingo. 

#42 from the old book 
was discussed, leading Hot 
‘Lips to announce: “I got a 
- square from way back 
there; F.F. the Golden 
Smog and B. Rubble to give 
us trouble!" Fred then 
posed the musical question 
"scoodilie wow wow" and 
the group tore into "When 
the Saints Go Marching 
8 S 
Finally fleeing the club 
and their incognito wives, 
/Fred brought the girls 
‘back, still in disguise. 
Swooning, Fred eventually 
regained his composure. 

Definitely a high-cali- 
bre episode. 


‘How does new music make 
its way onto the airwaves — 
of a highly commercial FM 
radio station? 

FLASH asked CHOM Music 
Director Benoit Dufresne. 
He spoke about the 
chances for independent 
releases, CHOM's New Mu- 
sic Foundation, college 
radio, new wave vs. rock, 
and more... 

PART ONE of TWO: Break- 


ing new music. 

FL: What do you do as 
Music Director at CHOM? 
BD: I get all the new 


records from the major 
record companies across 


Ian Carlin 


have consult@qts In TO=~ “Siggggcusoscsssssqsqsoossscsuscucs: ES ee ee " 
ronto who help us select 


founes still features ™ \ the new musical adds, 
‘bands (supposedly every They re commens, ¢ amass 
Tuesday, but the schedule bunch of new music, I've 
seems to be subject to also got my pile, and I 


> : © q 
Drawing from a variety eo s the one who vetoes 
of- different milieus - e new music or agrees 


punk, artistic, theatri- to get it on. 


: . FL: What does he base 
cal, gay, straight, _— ‘ri 
weird - the Foufounes is DAs SOGRRaTee 44 
the place where televi- | : : nee? See 


sion should have filmed 4 past experience, aes 
the much discussed Quincy works well, what doesn't 
_punk-rock episode. work well on radio. It 


There is an excellent goes from image to musi- 
ene cal style to format...how 
sound system (thump, 


, , - 
thump, thump), three ro- will it reflect CHOM's 


: ; rock image. It takes a 
tating DJs, cheap prices while before a band like 
($2 cover on weekends, 


beer anywhere from $1 to Eurythmics gets on the 


$2 depending on the time ee 
of day), and although kit- 
chen favorite Renetsens 
has moved on to other en- 
deavors, the staff is usu- 
ally helpful, friendly and 
of indeterminate gender. 


Just a quick note...While cruising the St. Denis 
.strip (between Ontario and de Maisonneuve), catch 
the local art mini-exhibit at Salon des Cent (1647 
St. Denis), a trendy bar located in the middle of 
the strip. July 7-13, David Sapin brings in a silk- 
screen series, recent vintage PTH3_' eu). dealing 
with "small things encountered on a day-to-day ba- 
sis," things such as a matchbook cover, a bubblegum 
‘wrapper, a banknote, "enlarged and removed from 
‘their functional context." All items come with a 
price tag, but the exhibit is free...July 14-20, 


Sylvie Coutu wraps up the series...Noon to 3 a.m. 
Phone 269-2500. —> . 


VIDEO 


For about $125, you can 
bring in your own hour's 
worth of TV programming 
and have it sent into hun- 
dreds of thousands of New 
York homes, via Manhattan 
cable's public access 
channels. 

That's TV democracy... 
but in New York City. 

Montreal doesn't have 
that kind of outlet for 

-~ independent video - yet, 


change) ,. the stage is take those two and go see 
Cleared by 11:30 and the my Doss, ‘the Frograe me 
colorful‘and freewheeling rector,-and Tsay, “This 
‘dance crowd takes over. and this should be on.® 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
FORTNIGHTLY 


24 
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COW, 
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SEVEN SISTERS (see thul2) 
SECRET ACT (see thul2) 
BLUFF (see thul2) 

LOOK (see thul2) 

‘ UPTOWN MAGIC (see thul2) 
SADWINDER (see tuel0) 
Laughing Festival (see tuel0) 

s 


TOWNHOUNDS (rockabilly) - Le 
Steppe 

THE NOW (mod) - Station 10 

KNOCKOUT (commercial hard 
rock) - La Gare 

ROOM SERVICE (see wedl18) 

JAMES McDONALD GROUP (commer- 


Caté Campus/3315 Queen Mary 
RdA./ 738-1259 

Cargo/4177 St. Denis/849-4EI9B 

call for late additions) 


Foufounes Electriques/97 at. 


Catherine E./845-548y 


La Gare/SR801 St. Lawrence, 


But there are more imme- 73-0087 ° HIJINX ee wedil) * cial rocky - Tatou 
diate possibilities for Le Grand Bock/893 St. Cather~ | FOUR ON A BRIDGE (new music) ——— at 
Gilets sexton amateur ne W732 ~6562 dred galt. ‘ 


HIJINX (commercial hard rock) 
- Le Grand Bock 

Laughing Festival (see tue 

SADWINDER (see tuel0) 


Mustache/1443 Closse/931-27575 
CealT for duly 17-27) 


Puorquoi Pas/500 Rachel E,/ 
OP 3-nI 05 


Station 10/2071 St. Catherine floor, 879-4598 


W.792u-018h TOWNHOUNDS (see thul9) 


Le Steppe/5175 Park Ave./ | “MONDAY 16 THE NOW (see thul9) 
hPa : KNOCKOUT (see thul9) 


‘Tatou/3519 St. Lawrence / ROOM SERVICE (see wed18) 
' “x Thu 


MINUTEMENT w/ MY DOG POPPER 
(hardcore) - Hall Bldg., 
1455 dé Maisonneuve W., 7th 


productions aimed at some 
sort of market. 


THEATKE SHMOATRE (theatre im- 


provisaticn) - Le Steppe 
SADWINDER (see tuel0) 


SEVEN SISTERS (alternative) - 
Station 10 

SECRET ACT (rock) - Le Steppe 

a3) BLUFF (rock) = Pourquoi Pas 

LOOK (commercial hard rock)- 


ASEXUALS (hardcore) & TOP 
. RANKING (ska) - Cargo 


= 


. Sas baxea 2 


La Gare : 
UPTOWN MAGIC (commercial rock) 'TOWNHOUNDS (see thul9) 
— - Tatou Rock'a'tchooka: THE DARNED THE NOW (see thul9) 


“Fashion Show & Performance - 
Cargo 

KNOCKOUT (see thul9) 

ROOM SERVICE (see wed18) 

JAMES McDONALD GROUP (see 

Thul9) 


(cowpunk) & other band 


SADWINDER (see tuel0) 
(call) - Foufounes 


Laughing Festival (see tuel0) : ; 
HIJINX (see wedil) Theatre Improvisation - Café 
; Campus 


Ge” je id ~~.» a =. = oll "basement band" (call) - Le 
gy. i = . ~ Steppe i 
ig hn SEVEN SISTERS (see thu12) WEDNESDAY 16 — 


“basement band" (call) - Le 


SILENT MINORITY (hardcore) - 
Cargo 


‘fe Steppe SECRET ACT (see thul2) . 
4 Wiis ae Laughing Festival ("amusing BLUFF (see thul2) »RAGGED EDGE (alternative) - aes Racial 
activities") - Foufounes LOOK (see thul?2) Station 10 THEATRE SHMEATRE (theetre im- 


UPTOWN MAGIC (see thul2) 
SADWINDER (see tuel0) 
Laughing Festival (see tuel0) 
HIJINX (see wedll) 


ROOM SERVICE (commercial hard 
rock/comedy) - Le Grand Bock 

"basement band" (call) - Le 

Steppe 


SADWINDER (metal) - Mustache provisation) - Le Steppe _ 


— - 
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For those not interested >} 4 iO FL: How hard is it for FL: How about breaking more individually eriti- 
in dancing, there is plen- et >... you to break new music an independent record, if | cal in theif new music 
ty of space to just sit A D 2 that you really believe it was well-manufactured, | tastes, looking for more 
avetnd.aet.dni eke L) &S (> {3 - in personally? a good quality pressing? alternatives in music? 

Concerning the bar's (! r\ “ey, fi) | BD: Sometimes you know BD: Unfortunately, a ra- _BD: Not really. I mean, 
current booking policy Smee ay) x a song ‘is going to be a dio station like CHOM will] five years ago, those 

- G (Wj massive smash if it gets not add a record unless American corporate bands. - 


airplay. But if everybody 
“vetoes it, you say, "OK, 
well I'm not going to add 
it." Then, two months 
down the line, it is a 
massive smash cause some- 
body else plays it. So it 
can be a very frustrating 
job. But it's also very 
rewarding when you find a 
song and you put it on 
and nobody else in town 


they know that the product 
is in the stores, that 
it's available to the lis- 
teners. And most indepen- 
dent releases do not fall 
‘in the “commercial vein" 
|'of a highly commercial 
station like CHOM. 

FL: But there's so- 
called "underground" mu- 
sic out there that would 

i certainly appeal to wide 


Journey, R.E.O. Speed- 

| wagon - were massive. Now 
that North Americans have 
"discovered" new wave, 
they got bands like Split 
Enz, Men at Work and the 
Police. The Police 
couldn't sell a fucking 
record in 1978 in America. 
Even in Montreal, they'd 
come here and play the St. 
Denis Theatre and pack it 


Manager Gourd says this: WA SS 
-"Tf anybody has a good {as 

idea we'll let them do 
‘their thing." 

. This means local bands 
Like S$.C.U.M. and Top 
Ranking get the green 
light, as well as all 
gorts of fringe entertain- 
ment that is seldom seen 
.elsewhere - like the 
Painted Bums contest on 


uly 11 
FOUR ON A BRIDGE 


July 12-14 
SEVEN SISTERS 


July ll. ; : 
: RER July 18. plays it but you...and it | audiences, music that we once a year. They did that 
ee : turns out to be a hit. | don't hear on the radio. for nearly three years. 
aiieeacamycvinds eae RAGGED EDGE FL: Can you give any | 5D: Most people in ra- Now the Americans think 
bars that highlight "al- Jul 19-21 examples? dio in North.America have | that new wave is really 
ternative" music. Although ary. BD: Psychedelic Furs‘ their own ideas of what hip; that's why the Clash 
; =THE NOWG ‘Love My Way". Nobody | "new wave" is all about. open for The Who at ea 


these clubs rarely feature 
live bands, for the most 
_.__part they have interesting 
and innovative DJs. 
The recently opened 


Stadium...and for Ameri- 
Cans, new-wave music” is ~~ * 
the Clash, "Combat Rock", 
That energy music of a 


touched it for months. We 
were playing it to death 
- twice, three times a 
day - then all the others 
went on’it. 


There are hundreds of 
_brilliant—inport—-end-in-— 
:dependent releases, read- 
"diy available to the gen- 


FREE ADMISSION FREE 
071 St. Catherine St. O. 


Sphinx (Stanley St., for- 
-merly Glace and the short- 
liveds Kling-Klang), the 
‘Blitz (upstairs from the 
Sphinx), the Beat (968 St. 
Catherine W.), Vog (1206 
Bishop), and the Strassbar 


934-0484 


eral public. Unfortunate- 
ly, the great masses are 
left unaware of the bril- 
liant music out there. 
Even sadder is the great 
number of people in the 
radio and record indus- 
tries who are’ unashamedly 


few years ago has been 
diluted, polished, re- 
manufactured, re-packaged © 
and called "new music". 
It's like Tide, it's like 
"new and improved" new 
music. It's just a way of 
selling it to the kids. 


(5408 Park, formerly the 
Pleine Lune). All might be 
worth checking out on any 
given night. 

Alastair Sutherland 


RELEASES 


American Devices: 


unaware as well. 


FL: Are people becoming | 


Michael Mannix 


sums up the liyrical con- There is a marked dif- 


Four Year Term" tent. The lyrics speak of |, ference in the quality of 
various tragic situa- recording between sides 
This nine song cas- tions, @.g.: a woman be- one and two, as they were 


recorded at different 
times and places (Side 
One is better). Neverthe- 
less, this is highiy ree 
commenced listening for 
anyone interested in ai- 
ternative music. 


ing killed when her home 
collapses; paranoia; run- 
ming from the law, etc. 
The two instrumental 
tracks, "Hitler Eide Une 
Juden" and "Bay of Pigs", 
are also good, but not as 
interesting as the other 
x 


sette, four years in the 
making, was well worth 
the wait. Apart from the 
vocals, which could be 
improved, it is very en- 
joyable,. 

Although the Devices 
claim that they write all 
their songs under the in- 
fluence of beer, there is 
little evidence of this, 
since they have intelli- 
gent lyrics and good 
tunes. They sound remark- 
ably better recorded than 


H.J. 


y 


Ss’ LAURENT 


= ONTARIO 
live, possibly due to the 2 
addition of keyboards, RECORD CAVE Ltd. Ltée © DUTCHY’S 
which add a needed dimen- 1587 S.Laurera 
The 


sion to the songs. 
slow but upbeat tempo is 
in contrast to their per- 
formances, which usually 
have a fairly raw sound. 
The Devices claim that 
their philosophy is "the 
politics of self-humili- 
ation", which pretty weil 


DE MAISONNEUVE 


oe 
IMETRO ST.LAURENT 


STE CATHERINE 


Cet - ov « 
Y VENUE FOR NEW AND UNDISCOVERED BANOS Gal 


VIDEO < 
SULLY 36,7 PAILD KINGDOM 
ming philosophy are al- ALY 19,2021 TOWN HOUNDS 3OOKS - NEWSPAPERS - MAGAZINES 
ready in place there), ro- 3 ) 

tated every week, two * JULY 26,2728 BOUBLE AGENT MULTIMAGS INC 


weeks, or month, depending 
on how much material is 
available. 


LIBRAIRIE | 
SUR LE PARC 


5504 ouest, Sherbrooke 
(coin Girouard) 
N D.G. 
448-773] 


1587 ST-LAURENT 
Montréal Qué. H2X 2S9 
844-6208 


English and French 
Books 
Bousht and sold 


Last issue, I mentioned |equipment and the program- 

that "basement video" - 

original productions shot 

-on Fn home video equipment 
~ had practically no 
chance of getting expo- 

‘sure via TV broadcast or + 
mass duplication, due to 
the relatively poor quali- 
ty (compared to commer- 

__ cial standards) produced — 

,by 4" equipment. 

s; At least two avenues are 
open to "basement video" 
producers who feel that 
their stuff is worth pub- 
lic exposure wider than a 
living room full of 
friends. 

First, the “extended 
living room" concept: Con- 

Sider the many clubs 
around town with wide- 
screens and a VHS or Beta 
‘player. First generation 
dubs of a decent master 
tape would provide quite 
acceptable viewing quali- 
ty, and only a handful of 
copies need be made to 
service a small circuit of 
clubs subscribing to this 
typesoef specialty program- 
ming. 

For instance, music 
videos cf locai bands - 
it's not hard to imagine 
“The Alternative Video 
Hour" from 7 to 8 every 
night at Station 10 (the. 


Admission: >2.00 Sunday to Thursday. 
$3.00 Friday & Saturday 


Second, there are the "BEER 51.951 NO TIPPING | 
NO VIDEO! DJ. MIKE BiSCOTT 


cable companies serving 
the Island of Montreal. SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TALENT?! 
They are reavired by the ee ) 
C.R«T.C. to carry a com- 
mercial-free community 
channel (eg: channel 9 on 
CF Cable Co.'s service). 
People with sense ignore 
these channeis, but there 
are hundreds of thousands 
ef potential viewers out 
there in cable land. 

Because these community 
channels are commercial- 
free, production and 
equipment budgets are much 
lower than on network TV, 
therefore, a lower cverall 
quality standard. And they 
are looking for material 
directly related to the 
community. So reasonably 
_good quality home 3" can 
be aired on cable! All 
that's needed is a vehicle 
- a new music, or comedy, 
or alternative news, or 
whatever, show. 

Start writing your pro- 
posals 


LIVRES - JOURNAUX - REVUES 


1570 DE MAISONNEUVE wW.,. 
MONTREAL, QUE. H3G INI 


238.7044 - 


Contribute 
to FLA SH! 


(r eviews, art icles, 
inte rviews 
photos, art...) 


It's fun. 


Michael Mannix 


